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M I N U T E S  A F T E R  M I D N I G H T  i s  a  h o rro r 
a n t h o l o g y  t v  s e r i e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s h o r t  s to r i e s 
c re a t e d  by  j o n a  h e a d o n ,  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  n ov e l 
T H E  DA R K  DAYS  A F T E R .  T h e  s e r i e s  c o mp r i s e s 
h o rr i f y i n g  a n d  m a c a b re  h a p p e n i n g s  o n c e  t h e 
c l o c k  s t r i k e s  t w e l v e .

T h e s e  o m i n o u s  s h o r t  s to r i e s  s u bv e r t  p e rc e p -
t i o n s  a n d  n a rr a t i v e  e x p e c ta t i o n s  t h ro u g h  e l e -
m e n t s  o f  t h e  s u rre a l ,  a n d  t h o u g h  t h e s e  s to r i e s 
a re  u n re l a t e d ,  t h e m a t i c a l l y  t h e y  r e s i d e  w i t h i n 
t h e  s a m e  d a rk ,  t w i s t e d  u n i v e rs e .

I n  e v e ry  m i n u t e  a f t e r  t h e  h o u r ,  yo u  w i l l  b e 
m ov e d  i n to  a  d e e p e r ,  m o re  d i s t u rb i n g  re a l m  o f 
t h e  n i g h t m a re s  o f  m a n k i n d .

I t  i s  12 : 01  a m . 
T h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  awa i t s  yo u .



After unknowingly in-
viting a blood-starved, 
guilt-ridden vampire into 
his church, an impatient 
priest must find a way to 
survive and escape to be 
at the hospital for the 
birth of his first child.

After luring and mur-
dering his innocent, dis-
figured internet lover, a 
cosmetic surgery addict 
must fight the manifes-
tation of his ugly ego 
whilst outrunning the 
police in a junk-filled rv.

Upon discovering his 
successful twin brother 
is about to leave for a 
better life in their moth-
er’s ‘alien’ cult, a des-
perate, homeless twin 
murders his brother to 
escape the demons of his 
past and steal his identi-
ty for a second chance 
at life on the mothership. 

Whilst rescuing her 
criminal husband from 
San Quentin prison in 
a dinghy, a pregnant 
woman gives birth and 
is forced to protect her 
newborn from larger-
than-life creatures of 
the deep in the middle of 
a storm.

A hysterical hitchhiker 
accidentally thwarts a 
grieving mother’s plans 
to bury a loved one, 
but when the hitchhiker 
learns the to-be-buried 
is a living boy, she must 
learn to overcome her 
own postpartum depres-
sion by saving another’s 
child.

With the push from an 
imaginary friend, a lone-
ly, poverty-stricken child 
must overcome his fear 
of spiders to exact re-
venge on his violent fa-
ther.

-- Interactive thumbnails --

And more...

P U B L I S H E D   S H O R T   S T O R I E S

https://amzn.to/3njRjAE
https://amzn.to/2GESf1k
https://amzn.to/3jLaS2F
https://amzn.to/2GBjSZh
https://amzn.to/36xEaxK
https://amzn.to/3l7eQTo
https://amzn.to/33xdCLd


“Arresting, present and not for the 
faint hearted. The work is so visceral 
and hurtles toward its unavoidable, 
magnetic end. I am looking forward to 
the next story!”

“A depraved page-turner. A deca-
dent snack for insomniacs. A bap-
tism-plunge into the ink-black pool of 
Anthology Horror. Midnight indeed. 
Give me more.”

“A miniature tour de force of the hu-
man and not so human condition;
Headon’s unapologetic take on the 
consequences of immortality leave you 
reeling.”

“This is dripping with tension. Jona 
Headon delivers a strong tone, deli-
cious turns and a tight narrative with 
cinematic visuals still resonating in 
my cranium.“

“Unexpected, gripping, terrifying. 
A snapshot of high emotions, high 
stakes and high seas. Really appreciate 
the diversity of settings and imagery in 
this series of shorts.”

“As with all great short story writ-
ers, Headon leaves the reader wanting 
more! This is a fast moving, succinct 
horror that plunges you down the bar-
rel the moment it starts.”

“‘Minutes After Midnight’ is a hor-
ror anthology that keeps expanding 
to surprising, darker, untapped realms: 
this time, a throbbing corner of impov-
erished, wild, Tanzanian jungle where 
monsters of all forms roam the night. 
A powerful blend of imaginative, bold 
horror imagery with a compact, engag-
ing character arc and real world Afri-
can issues.”
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R E V I E W S



After completing the feature screenplay 
based on his award winning animated 
short THE AMAZING ELEPHANT MAN 
(nominated best student animation by the Royal Tele-

vision Society Awards),  Jona self -published his 
first sci -fi  horror novel THE DARK DAYS 
AFTER (being adapted to feature with Cowboy Cos-

monaut Films),  closely followed by African 
horror screen-play entitled WHEN PREY 
SLEEPS.

Following in his genre tradition, M I N U T E S 
A F T E R  M I D N I G H T  lead the way. 

These devastating stories have yet to be told, and 
have the ability to stand alone and hold presence 
in the world.

O R I G I N S

COWBOY COSMONAUT FILMS is a pro-
duction outfit based out of London and 
Amsterdam with an affinit y for intelligent-
ly -elevated genre movies and potent drama 
at its core, exploring relevant themes that 
resonate with a contemporary audience.
 
Under the company banner, they’re 
launching a roster of exceptional writ -
ers and directors (represented by WME, UA, 

ITG) with several genre projects set up 
at, or in collaboration with: SPYGLASS 
MEDIA GROUP, AGBO, ENDEAVOR, XYZ, 
ACE PICTURES, BFI,  INTERMISSION and 
GAUMOUNT. 

These include: a high-octane true crime 
thriller, a Japanese-inspired New York set 
horror, and a sci -fi road trip movie involving 
a mother and gifted daughter on the run.

W R I T E R
J O N A  H E A D O N

https://vimeo.com/33424978
https://thedarkdaysafter.com/
https://thedarkdaysafter.com/


Each MINUTE  was created to explore the painful hu-
man condition in the most horrific world. It shines a 
black light on the feelings and emotions we all experi -
ence, whether it be the sense of lovelessness, believing 
you’re insignificant, or fearing the responsibilit y of 
change.

While these themes simmer beneath the surface, au-
diences will revel in enthralling, bone-chilling and 
addicting bite-sized chunks of horror. This visceral, 
evocative series will keep audiences clamouring for 
their next adrenaline rush.

Horror based on real emotions and real afflictions 
only make these stories more relatable, and the juxtapo-
sition of realism with surrealism is enhanced because 
it hits home for each and every one of us. And in a 
world of ever -growing separatism and isolation, the 
knowledge that we can look at horror and empathise 
is exactly the kind of medicine we need today.

T H E M E



S A M P L E
E P I S O D E S

a deeper look at the characters and settings 
in the world of

M I N U T E S   A F T E R   M I D N I G H T
1 2 : 0 3   A M   |   1 2 : 0 4   A M   |   1 2 : 0 6   A M



Fro m  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  t h e  n a t t e r i n g  ta n -
z a n i a n  j u n g l e ,  to  a  h u m b l e  E n g l i s h 
c h u rc h  o n  C h r i s t m a s  e v e ,  to  t h e  e x -
p a n s e  o f  t h e  c o l o s s a l  p a c i f i c  o c e a n , 
t h e s e  ta l e s  k n ow  n o  b o u n d s .

T h e  l i v e s  o f  a  Ru s s i a n  c o s m e t i c  s u r -
g e ry  a d d i c t ,  t h e  r e j e c t e d  s o n  o f  a n 
a l i e n - c u l t  l e a d e r ,  a n d  t wo  i n c e s t u o u s 
P u r i ta n  s i s t e rs  a re  j u s t  a  f e w  o f  t h e 
c o u n t l e s s  o t h e rs  w h o  w i l l  l e a rn  t h a t 
t h e  s e a rc h  f o r  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  w i l l  l e a d 
t h e m  d ow n  a  t r a i l  d a rke r  t h a n  t h e y 
e v e r  c o u l d  h av e  i m a g i n e d . 

E a c h  e p i s o d e  w i l l  d i s c ov e r  a n d  e x p l o re 
n e w  t e rr i to ry  a n d  u n i qu e  c h a r a c t e rs , 
e a c h  w i t h  a  s to ry  d y i n g  to  b e  to l d . 

N o b o d y  i s  s a fe  o n c e  t h e  c l o c k  s t r i k e s 
t w e l v e .



T H E  F I F T E E N T H
F L O O R

M I N U T E S   A F T E R   M I D N I G H T

1 2 : 0 3   A M



The younger twin born miles below 
second place, but living on the streets 
hasn’t broken him, it’s just constantly 
reminded him he was destined for more.

J A C K I E  (30)



The golden boy. After giving his life to 
the corporate world, he takes it back 
only to be able to give it to a higher 
power: Mother’s Design.

J O N  (30)



Inner city, London
Thirteen floors above the hustle and 
bustle of a pulsating city, two broth-
ers cut the tension in an empty high-
rise apartment while something life 
changing awaits only one of them two 
floors up.

S E T T I N G





L I L Y  A N D  T H E 
B L A C K  O C E A N S

M I N U T E S   A F T E R   M I D N I G H T

1 2 : 0 4   A M



An expecting mother in the most un-
expected environment. If it’s family, it 
comes first, and there is no abomina-
tion strong enough to pull her under. 

L U A N A   (25)



Desperate to be a better man out of 
prison than he was before incarcera-
tion, even if he has to break the law 
again to prove it.

A L O N Z O   (30)



The North Pacific Ocean
The ocean heaves and attempts to burst 
an inflatable dinghy on route to Mex-
ico, but the cargo quickly becomes 
more precious as the stakes rise higher 
than the crashing white waves.

S E T T I N G





M W A M B A
M I N U T E S   A F T E R   M I D N I G H T

1 2 : 0 6   A M



A child who has never felt love. With 
monsters inside and outside of his 
home, he can either be prey or become 
the predator.

K I B W E  (8)



A man who regrets fatherhood. With 
a wife lost to childbirth, this part-time 
witch doctor seeks power in the most 
formidable creatures he can find.

T E N D A J I  (40s)



Tanzania, Africa.
In the middle of a sweltering night, the 
mosquitos and crickets battle to keep 
the forest awake. A straw roof and 
clay walls are all that separate Kibwe 
and Tendaji from the wilderness.

S E T T I N G
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They are ourselves.

M I N U T E S  A F T E R  M I D N I G H T 
is an entirely original take on horror. The old twists 
and tropes of the genre have been drowned to make 
room for a new surge. Its insidious build sneaks up on 
you and brings your fears to your very doorstep. Real 
fears, real emotions, real stories.

Our characters, our people, our victims walk among 
us. They are our loved ones, our friends, our neigh-
bours. 



M I N U T E S   A F T E R   M I D N I G H T
A  S E R I E S  T R E A T M E N T  B Y   J O N A  H E A D O N


